Joint working between Community Pharmacists and GPs
Have you read the recent statement from the RPS and RCGP regarding joint working between Community Pharmacists and GPs?  If not it is available here. 

rps-rcgp-joint-statement-for-pharmacists-in-gp-surgeries
This proposal believes that pharmacists should be included as an integral part of the primary healthcare team along with GPs and nurses. Key roles that have been identified include:

· dealing with the many medicine related problems and issues that arise in every GP practice on a day to day basis. 

· liaison with hospitals, community pharmacies and care homes to ensure seamless care and reduce potential medication errors. 

· liaison with community pharmacy services to review the medicines of patients, particularly those who have complex conditions, such as kidney or liver problems or who take medicines with a higher element of risk associated with them. 

· care of frail elderly patients or those receiving polypharmacy. 

· ensuring the most effective treatments are used and that treatments are adjusted according to the individual needs of a patient at any point during their time of taking medicines, or in response to new symptoms. 
· sharing of expert knowledge to the healthcare team

· reducing medicines wastage  and rationalising costs 

The Centre for Professional Development and Lifelong Learning at Keele University can support you with a variety of short courses that will help you in this role. Key to this is our ‘Working with Prescriber’s in Primary Care’ module. Other key learning modules include:
· Building working relationships for the advanced practitioner
· Rational prescribing

· Prescriber:patient partnerships

We also offer the Independent Prescribing qualification which may become essential to this role, as well as a full range of therapeutic modules. Please visit our website for further details at www.CPD4ALL.co.uk.  Here, in our EVENTS area you will also find a recorded webinar that we held recently on this very theme.

