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Firstly I would like to thank you for taking time to read this newsletter at 
this busy time of year when many of you will be spending time with 
your families and on holiday.  
I would also like to announce a change to our LPC membership. 
Margaret Youd, one of our independent members has retired. Margaret 
has been a longstanding and valuable member of the committee for 
several years and committee treasurer for the last couple of years. I 
wish her well for the future. The LPC will be electing a new independent 
member in August. 
As a profession in the last couple of weeks saw the announcement of 
the national flu service for at risk over 18’s and carers. This new service 
will supersede the local service commissioned by the area team. We 
have little detail yet about the new service as we are waiting on the 
PSNC to communicate this. Over the next few weeks we will be sending 
out a poster for you to display in your pharmacy advertising the NHS flu 
from pharmacy and would like you to display it. If you haven’t already 
completed your training it is not too late, more information is available 
on our website. 
Lastly I would like to mention EPS R2, with several surgeries already live 
it is vitally important that you check our website for information on this. 
So far there has also been limited use of the online prescription tracker. 
It is a very useful tool and invaluable in chasing missing prescriptions 
please make sure you check this before contacting the GP surgery for 
any EPSR2 queries. 
 

Regards Nita  
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July 2015⁞ North Staffs & Stoke LPC ⁞ Elissa Pateman Administrator & Treasurer ⁞   HLP 
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Welcome to the June issue of the LPC 

newsletter.  

Got questions you need 
answering? 
Have you looked on the LPC 
website? 

 
If not check it out! 
You will probably find the 
answer that you’re looking for! 
It is regularly updated and there 
is a wealth of information on 
services and EPS! 
http://www.northstaffslpc.co.uk  

http://www.northstaffslpc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2014/01/nita-s.jpg
http://www.northstaffslpc.co.uk/
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NHS England North Midlands are publishing a newsletter 
which will be available to view via the LPC website: 
http://www.northstaffslpc.co.uk  
 

Here are some snippets from this month’s edition: 
 New Accountable Officer  
 EPS and Schedule 2 and 3 Controlled Drugs 
 Safer use of high doses of opioids 
 Rapid Response Report- The Opiate rapid 

response alert   
 Clonazepam Incident 
 Private Prescription CD Requirements 
 Advice for people travelling with CDs 
 Dispensing Errors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint Medicines Optimisation Committee- 

 

JMOC **NOTICE** 

 

There will be a switch of Metformin M/R 1g Tablets 
and Metformin M/R 500mg Tablets to Sukkarto by 
Morningside Pharmaceuticals.  
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Staffordshire Healthy 
Lifestyle Service 

 

The Common Ailments Scheme 
has been extended to 
September 2016 in all areas. It 
will be reviewed over the next 
few months with a new SLA 
expected to be drawn up for a 
re-launch in October. There will 
be training event on the 3rd 
September for all pharmacy 
staff so SAVE THE DATE!  

 
 

 

As of 1st July 2015, Staffordshire 
and Stoke on Trent Partnership 
Trust provides a Healthy 
Lifestyles Service across 
Staffordshire. The new service 
will provide support around 
weight management, stopping 
smoking and reducing alcohol 
intake (see below for eligibility 
criteria).  
This is for North Staffs only it 
does not include Stoke patients. 
You should have a letter 
regarding this service in the post, 
see attached copy.  
 

Health Literacy Project 

This project will come to an end in 
October 2015.  
There is still available funds for 
more interviews. If you are a 
participating pharmacy in Stoke, 
make sure you get your interviews 
done soon and sent in to Tania.  

 
 
 
 

 
The PSNC have announced that there will be a National 
Community Pharmacy Flu service. This will override the 
local flu service. There is no need to sign the SLA that was 
sent to you for the local flu service, however if you have 
already signed this, it will be disregarded.  
Community pharmacies will be able to offer NHS flu 
vaccinations to adult patients aged 18 and over at the time 
of vaccination, who are defined as at risk in the Annual Flu 
letter (which includes patients aged 65 years old and over). 

A service specification and guidance for flu vaccinations 
are being developed and will be published in due course, 
but the following briefing contains more details about the 
agreed service. PSNC Briefing 034/15: Community 
Pharmacy Flu Vaccination Advanced Service (July 2015) 
 

 

National community pharmacy flu 

vaccination service agreed 

http://www.northstaffslpc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418428/Annual_flu_letter_24_03_15__FINALv3_para9.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418428/Annual_flu_letter_24_03_15__FINALv3_para9.pdf
http://psnc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PSNC-Briefing-034.15-Community-Pharmacy-Flu-Vaccination-Advanced-Service.pdf
http://psnc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/PSNC-Briefing-034.15-Community-Pharmacy-Flu-Vaccination-Advanced-Service.pdf
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Keele University Launch 
CPD4ALL 

 

 
 

  

 

Medicines Optimisation ‘Promotes good quality 
prescribing which involves the use of medicines 
which are evidence based, cost-effective and safe.’ 

 

Pharmacists in GP Surgeries 
 
Are you a Pharmacist working in a GP practice? 
  
The Medicines Optimisation Team would like to speak to you. They 
would like you to contact them for an informal chat about useful 
medicines optimisation information for example; prescribing 
guidelines. 
If you are a prescribing pharmacist please contact Lisa Dutton for 
Stoke or Surinder Kumar for North Staffs BEFORE you start prescribing 
so that you can be registered as a prescriber with the NHS Business 
Services Authority. This will help prevent problems with prescription 
processing and ordering of prescription pads further down the line.  
 
Contact: med.queries@northstaffs.nhs.uk  
 

Prescribing Guidelines and Infant Formula 
 
The JMOC and Area Prescribing Committee (APC) have 
approved adoption across the health economy of the guidelines 
for the appropriate prescribing of specialist infant formulae, 
providing a consistent approach to the prescribing in situations 
when breastfeeding is not an option. The guidelines are aimed 
at 0-12 months and suffering from one of these conditions: 
 

 Cow’s milk protein allergy 

 Gastro-Oesophageal reflux disease 

 Secondary lactose intolerance 

 Faltering growth 

 Pre-term infants 
 
This document  Prescribing of Infant Formulae in Staffs 
Guidelines V1.docx (ctrl + click on link) advises on: 

▪ Available OTC products where appropriate 
▪ Initiation of which specialised infant formulae and 

quantities 
▪ Triggers for reviewing and discontinuing prescriptions 
▪ Criteria for onwards referral. 

 
A copy of the document will be available on the LPC website. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Free 

Courses! 

Are you looking to upskill 
your staff? 
Stoke-On-Trent College is 
offering free apprenticeship 
training courses to develop 
staff into the roles of 
Dispensing Assistant Level 2 
and Pharmacy Technicians 
Level 3. 
For more information please 

call: 

01782 603780 
Email: 
tania.cork@stokecoll.ac.uk 
 or 
lisa.minshull@stokecoll.ac.uk 
 
*Free places are for 
candidates who have 
qualifications at Level 3 and 
below (those with higher level 
qualifications are not eligible 
to become an apprentice) 
**The Pharmacy team at the 
College will interview the 
Pharmacist and the candidate 
to discuss relevant 
experience** 

Free distance learning 
modules! 

S-O-T College offer a range of 
useful qualifications to help 
you prepare for work or upskill 
in your present role. With each 
course you are assigned a 
tutor who will support you 
through the qualification, but 
we also offer support at the 
College too, to help make sure 
you are able to complete the 
course. 
 

 

mailto:med.queries@northstaffs.nhs.uk
file:///C:/Users/elissa/Dropbox/LPC%20documents/newsletter/LPC%20Newsletter%20items/Newsletter%20Items/Tania%20emails/July%202015/PP-025%20App%20Prescribing%20of%20Infant%20Formulae%20in%20Staffs%20Guidelines%20V1.docx
file:///C:/Users/elissa/Dropbox/LPC%20documents/newsletter/LPC%20Newsletter%20items/Newsletter%20Items/Tania%20emails/July%202015/PP-025%20App%20Prescribing%20of%20Infant%20Formulae%20in%20Staffs%20Guidelines%20V1.docx
mailto:tania.cork@stokecoll.ac.uk
mailto:lisa.minshull@stokecoll.ac.uk
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Tracker 

It is highly recommended that 
you install a tracker to track 
prescriptions that have been 
sent electronically but have not 
arrived at the correct 
pharmacy. 
Here is the link to the 
prescription tracker, this is a 
very useful tool to ensure that 
your prescriptions are not ‘lost’ 
on the spine or that they may 
go to another pharmacy. 
http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/ep
s/library/rxtracker  
 

Nomination Guidelines 
Please be reminded that 
you MUST obtain patient 
consent BEFORE 

nominating them.   

Any deviation from this 

may result in a breach 

being issued and complaints 

from the public to the Area 

Team. 

Switches 
Ensure the correct exemption is 
selected when sending claims 
electronically, a lot of money 
can be lost due to switches! 
 

Link to Live Service Report 
http://nhscfheps.cmail1.com/t/
ViewEmail/r/B8FDEE60C7EEEAE
12540EF23F30FEDED/9DBCFF3
9620ED559F039C523302FD418  

   
  

Are you receiving your ETP Allowance? 

It has been brought to our attention by Andrew Pickard that 
there are over 20 pharmacies who are not receiving the ETP 
allowance that they are entitled to. This came about due to a 
pharmacy who had recently changed hands realising that due 
to an ODS code change they were not receiving their £200 per 
month allowance. 
Make sure that you check your monthly statements very 
closely and if you are entitled to claim this allowance but have 
not received it, you must complete the EPS allowance claim 
form, which can be downloaded from PSNC. 
Once completed send the form to Andrew Pickard. 
 
Anglesey House, Towers Business Park, Wheelhouse Road, 
Rugeley, Staffs, WS15 1UZ 
  

 

 

EPS: New Service Live 
Reports 
The Health and Social Care 
Information Centre (HSCIC) has made 
live service status information 
available to community pharmacy 
contractors through their Smartcard. 
The Service Status pages show the 
availability of national infrastructure 
services, such as EPS, Spine, N3 and 
the Care Identity Service, which 
manages Smartcard access. This 
means that a pharmacy team 
experiencing problems accessing or 
processing an electronic prescription 
can see at a glance if there is a 
national service issue and, if it is not,  
 

users can be 
confident that they 
should contact their 
supplier’s helpdesk. 
More information 
about the service 
reports is available at: 
dld.bz/dGVkp 
 
 
 

New Repeat Dispensing resources 
A Repeat Dispensing Referral Form has just been added to 

the Repeat Dispensing section of our website. This can be used 

by pharmacy teams to refer patients suitable for the Repeat 

Dispensing service to their GP practice. Additionally, NHS 

England has this week published Electronic Repeat 

Dispensing - Guidance. This document clearly describes how 

Electronic Repeat Dispensing works and is aimed at CCGs and GP 

practice teams. Pharmacy contractors may want to use the 

document in discussions with local GP practices. 

Both of these new resources can be found at: 
psnc.org.uk/repeatdispensing 

http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/eps/library/rxtracker
http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/eps/library/rxtracker
http://nhscfheps.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B8FDEE60C7EEEAE12540EF23F30FEDED/9DBCFF39620ED559F039C523302FD418
http://nhscfheps.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B8FDEE60C7EEEAE12540EF23F30FEDED/9DBCFF39620ED559F039C523302FD418
http://nhscfheps.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B8FDEE60C7EEEAE12540EF23F30FEDED/9DBCFF39620ED559F039C523302FD418
http://nhscfheps.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/B8FDEE60C7EEEAE12540EF23F30FEDED/9DBCFF39620ED559F039C523302FD418
http://psnc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86d41ab7fa4c7c2c5d7210782&id=e025508905&e=42912a3725
http://psnc.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=86d41ab7fa4c7c2c5d7210782&id=7045d4629e&e=42912a3725
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Drug Tariff Price Concessions 

The Department of Health granted the following 
price concessions for July 2015: 

 

 
 Drug Safety Alerts 

High-dose ibuprofen and 
cardiovascular risks 
EU review confirms that the 
cardiovascular risk of high-dose 
ibuprofen (≥2400mg/day) is similar to 
COX 2 inhibitors and diclofenac. 
Avoid use of high-dose ibuprofen 
(≥2400 mg per day) in patients with 
established:  

 ischaemic heart disease 

 peripheral arterial disease 

 cerebrovascular disease 

 congestive heart failure (New 
York Heart Association [NYHA] 
classification II-III) 

 uncontrolled hypertension 

  
 
 

  Deletions from Part VIIIA Effective from August 2015 

Carbocisteine 125mg/5ml oral solution 300ml Category 
C Mucodyne syrup  
 
Cefixime 100mg/5ml oral suspension 100ml Category 
C Suprax 
 

Rupatadine 10mg tablets 30, Category C Rupafin  
 

Carbocisteine 125mg/5ml oral solution 300ml Category 
C Mucodyne syrup  
 
Cefixime 100mg/5ml oral suspension 100ml Category 

Latanoprost (Xalatan): 
increased reporting of eye 
irritation since reformulation 
 

Advise patients to tell their health 
professional if they experience severe 
eye irritation. Review treatment if 
patients mention severe eye 
irritation. Report suspected side 
effects of latanoprost or any other 
medicines on a Yellow Card 
 
New Yellow Card app for 
reporting suspected side effects 
A new smartphone app for reporting 
side effects to the Yellow Card 
Scheme has now launched. The free 
app enables healthcare professionals, 
patients, or carers to report any 
suspected side effects directly to us—
a convenient and secure alternative 
to using paper Yellow Card forms or 
the Yellow Card website. 

Download the app via iTunes Yellow 
Card for iOS devices or via PlayStore 
Yellow Card for Android devices. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/high-dose-ibuprofen-2400mg-day-small-increase-in-cardiovascular-risk#high-dose-ibuprofen-and-cardiovascular-risks
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/high-dose-ibuprofen-2400mg-day-small-increase-in-cardiovascular-risk#high-dose-ibuprofen-and-cardiovascular-risks
https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/new-yellow-card-app-for-reporting-suspected-side-effects
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/new-yellow-card-app-for-reporting-suspected-side-effects
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/yellow-card-mhra/id990237487?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/yellow-card-mhra/id990237487?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.org.mhra.yellowcard&hl=en_GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.org.mhra.yellowcard&hl=en_GB
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 LPC Officers 

Chief Officer – Tania Cork 
taniacork@hotmail.co.uk           
Chair – Nita Allen 
nita.x.allen@boots.co.uk                               

Administrator, Treasurer & 
Healthy Living Pharmacy 
Facilitator – Elissa Pateman 
NSlpcoffice@gmail.com 
Hlp.ssot@gmail.com 
 

Committee Members 
 
Mike Connolly 
mike.x.connolly@boots.co.

uk              

Raj Morjaria  
raj.morjaria@gmail.com   

Hema Morjaria 
hemamorjaria25@gmail.co

m                                         

Clare Stott 
clare.stott@uk.tesco.com 

Sue Adams 
sueadams1@nhs.net 

David Eaves 
david.x.eaves@boots.co.uk  

Rebecca Norton 
rebeccanorton7@gmail.com 

Sue Pitt 
sue.a.pitt@boots.com 

Paul Insley 
Paul.insley@cooperative.co

op 

Greg Hyde 
Ernie Amouko 
stoke@miltonschemists.co.u
k  
 
 
 

 

HLP Campaign Calendar for 2015 / 2016 

June/ 
July 2015 

 

Sexual Health - 
Contraception 

August/ 
September 2015 

 

 

Skin Care – Sun 
Awareness and skin 
conditions 

October/ 
November 2015 

 

Stoptober and 
Respiratory 
conditions- Sleep 
apnoea 

December 2015 / 
January 2016 

 

Substance Misuse  

February 2016 / 
March 2016 

 

Dementia 

 
  

Upcoming CPPE events 

Dates for your diary - These events are open to all GPhC registrants 

and can be booked via the CPPE website. 

Please note that food is served at 7pm and the learning event starts at 

7 30pm. 

Safeguarding Workshop: 

28th September 7 30 – 9 30pm, Keele Hall  

30th September 7.30 – 9.30pm, Lichfeld  

Future events - Watch out over the summer for dates to be released for 

out new Parkinson’s Disease focal point.  
 

Champix Service Training Dates 
 
Champix training for STOKE pharmacies only! 
 
The Medical Institute, Hartshill 
 
Tuesday 20th October 2015 
Wednesday 25th November 2015 
 
You will only need to attend one of these events.  
Details of how to book on will be sent to you soon, so SAVE THE 
DATE! 
 
  

mailto:NSlpcoffice@gmail.com
mailto:Hlp.ssot@gmail.com
mailto:sue.a.pitt@boots.com
mailto:Paul.insley@cooperative.coop
mailto:Paul.insley@cooperative.coop
mailto:stoke@miltonschemists.co.uk
mailto:stoke@miltonschemists.co.uk

